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N Florida A&M University (FAMU) College of Law 
hosted several key visitors during the Spring 2012 
Semester, providing our students, faculty and 
administrators with rare exposure to some of the most 
influential legal and business professionals in the 
country.
In January, more than two dozen elite members of 
the legal industry convened at the law school for The 
Florida Bar’s Hawkins Commission Meeting to review 
the disciplinary system. Among the participants were 
Florida Supreme Court Justices Barbara J. Pariente, 
James E. C. Perry, and Peggy A. Quince; along with 
then current Florida Bar President Scott Hawkins, 
President-elect Gwynne Young and President-elect 
Designee Eugene Pettis.
Then, while the world was focused on Orlando for 
the NBA All-Star Game festivities taking place in 
February, the law school was playing host to the 
National Basketball Players Association Executive 
Director Billy Hunter. Invited to the College of 
Law by the Entertainment, Arts and Sports Law 
Association – a student organization – Hunter spoke to 
a standing-room only crowd, fielding questions about 
contract negotiations and other legal aspects of sports 
management.
Also in February, the law school’s Legal Clinic and 
Office of Career Planning and Placement partnered 
with Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. to present a workshop 
that highlighted trends in the housing market and 
associated career opportunities.  Wells Fargo experts 
in economics, finance, and securities joined alumni 
practicing in real estate law and bankruptcy to discuss 
typical and nontraditional employment options that law 
students should consider during the current market.
Greetings,
Honorable Faye Allen
Michael Bittman
Darryl Bloodworth
Rev. Randolph Bracy
Vernice Atkins-Bradley
Honorable Theotis Bronson
Michael Broussard
Patrick Christiansen
Rosalyn Dunlap
Mayor Buddy Dyer
Margaret Giacalone
Linda Landman Gonzalez
Honorable Hubert L. Grimes
LaVonne Harmon
Charles Hawkins, II
Daniel Holsenbeck
Trustee C. William Jennings
David Jones
John Edward Jones
Honorable John E. Jordan
College of  Law Board of  Visitors
Senator Arthenia Joyner
Frederick Leonhardt
Reginald McGill
Opal McKinney-Williams
Tico Perez
Honorable Belvin Perry, Jr.
Nicholas Pope
Shawn Robinson
Ronald Rogers
Evett L. Simmons
Paul Snead
Albert Tellechea
Honorable Emerson Thompson
Wilhelmina Tribble
Roberta Walton
Honorable Reginald Whitehead
Jéan Wilson
Carlos Woody
Tad Yates
FAMU Lawyer Newsletter, Summer 2012, Volume 9, Number 2 - Cover Photos (top to bottom): The team of third-year College of Law students Clifton 
Dortch (left) and Tayo Popoola placed second in the E. Earle Zehmer Worker’s Compensation National Moot Court Competition (page 3); College of Law 
Candidates during the Processional for the Eighth Annual Hooding Ceremony (page 6); Three Florida Supreme Court Justices attend the Florida Bar’s 
Hawkins Commission meeting at the College of Law (page 9); College of Law students march through the Parramore neighborhood during the MLK Day of 
Service “Clean-Up Parramore Day” event (page 10).
College of Law first-year student Michael Harrison, Jr. was 
awarded the Holland & Knight, LLP Scholarship in April, and was 
selected as a participant in the firm’s prestigious Summer Associate 
Program.  The exclusive program provides an opportunity for a 
select group of law students from across the nation to gain real-
world law firm experience, where associates work with experienced 
lawyers on complex matters for their clients.  Pictured (l-r): Glenn 
Adams, Esq., Holland & Knight; Michael Harrison, first-year 
College of Law student; College of Law Dean LeRoy Pernell; 
Kathy Molhem, Human Resource Manager, Holland & Knight; 
and Albert Tellechea, Esq., Holland & Knight.
Holland & Knight Scholar
The National African American Drug Policy Coalition 
(NAADPC)  held its Florida Chapter Commencement 
at the College of Law in April, launching a statewide 
campaign to promote  policies and programs that 
provide a more effective and humane approach to 
address the chronic societal problem of drug abuse. 
The event featured the Honorable Arthur Burnett, 
Senior Judge of the Superior Court of the District of 
Columbia, as the keynote speaker.
While our guests shared their expertise with the law 
school community during these visits, we showcased 
our unique mission and our special way of positively 
impacting the legal, business and broader Central 
Florida community.
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A College of Law team went undefeated in the E. Earle 
Zehmer Worker’s Compensation National Moot Court 
Competition’s preliminary and semifinal rounds, and 
finished the competition in second place.  In August 
2011, the team argued against Florida Coastal before a 
panel from the Florida First District Court of Appeals. 
The team was composed of third-year law students 
Clifton Dortch and Tayo Popoola, and was among 14 
teams participating in the competition held in Orlando, 
FL. The team was coached by Associate Professor 
William Henslee and College of Law alumna Elizabeth 
Henslee.  The E. Earle Zehmer Worker’s Compensation 
National Moot Court Competition is widely known for 
its complex issues and concepts designed to immerse 
the student in worker’s compensation law.  Schools 
represented at the competition included Stetson 
University College of Law, Florida Coastal School of 
Law, and the University of Florida Levin College of 
Law.
For the second year in a row, one of the College of 
Law’s Appellate Advocacy teams finished among the 
top four schools in regional rounds to advance to the 
national competition in April for the American Bar 
Association (ABA) National Appellate Advocacy 
Competition (NAAC).  The team, comprised of third-
year advocates Jenny Liabenow, Taylor Tremel and 
second-year bailiff Akunna Olumba, was among 32 
teams competing at the NAAC, held at the United 
States District Court for the North District of Georgia 
in Atlanta in February.  The team was coached by 
Professor Joseph Richard Hurt and Associate 
Professor Jeffery Brown.  FAMU defeated teams 
from Boston University, Louisiana State University, 
Faulkner University and Samford University to claim 
one of four slots to advance to the finals in Chicago. 
Jenny Liabenow tied for 9th best advocate in the 
competition consisting of more than 90 participants.
The College of Law Client Counseling team beat 15 
teams from 12 other law schools at a competition in 
Macon, Georgia in February.  Mfon Etukeren, Rachell 
Tasher, and Jamila Young, all second-year law 
students, won the ABA Law Student Division Client 
Counseling Competition at Mercer University’s Walter 
F. George School of Law.  The team was coached 
by Associate Professor Patricia Broussard.  The 
Client Counseling Competition simulates a law office 
consultation in which law students, acting as attorneys, 
are presented with a client matter.  They conduct an 
interview with a person playing the role of the client 
and then explain how they would proceed further in the 
hypothetical situation.
The Hispanic American Law 
Student Association (HALSA) 
Moot Court Team participated 
for the first time in the Hispanic 
National Bar Association 
(HNBA) 17th Annual 
Uvaldo Herrera National 
Moot Court Competition in 
Jersey City, New Jersey, in 
March.  The HALSA Moot 
Court Team comprised of 
second-year advocates Hecter 
Concepcion, Dana Heydorn and Luis Ventura was 
coached by Assistant Professor Maritza Reyes.  The 
HALSA Moot Court Team placed eighth out of 27 
teams that competed at this prestigious competition. 
Other law schools that participated include Arizona 
State University, Columbia, Chicago-Kent, Fordham, 
University of Hawaii, University of Illinois, University 
of New Mexico, University of North Carolina, 
University of Oklahoma and University of Texas.
College of  Law Advocacy Teams Represent Well Throughout the Year
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The College of Law has continued to assemble a 
strong faculty with individuals who are nationally 
and internationally renowned, and highly regarded in 
legal education.  Through their quality teaching, legal 
scholarship and expertise, College of Law faculty 
remain committed to the educational and professional 
growth of the student and the legal community.  Here 
is a partial listing of recent College of Law faculty 
scholarship:
Professor Robert Abrams: 
“Eastern States Water Management,” (Environmental 
Law Reporter, May 2012)
“Legal Convergence of East and West in Contemporary 
American Water Law,” 42 Environmental Law, Issue 1 
(forthcoming, Environmental Law 2012); 
Associate Professor Deleso Alford: 
“HeLa Cells and Unjust Enrichment in the Human 
Body,” (21 Annals Health L. __ (2012); 
Associate Professor Nicola Boothe-Perry:
“Standard Lawyer Behavior? Professionalism as an 
Essential Standard for ABA Accreditation,” 42  
New Mexico L. Rev. ____ (2012);
Associate Professor Patricia Broussard: 
Cynthia Cook, Medical Sociology: A Reader, Chapter, 
Understanding Female Genital Mutilation  (January 
2012, University Readers & Cognella Academic 
Publishing)
Patricia A. Broussard, Reaction Article – Shayan 
Modarres, The Fourteenth Amendment Isn’t  “Broke”: 
Why Wealth Should Be a Suspect Classification under 
the Equal Protection Clause, VOLUME 3, ISSUE 2 
OF GEORGETOWN LAW’S MODERN CRITICAL 
RACE PERSPECTIVES JOURNAL (2012);  
Associate Professor John Duncan: 
“Following a Sigmoid Progression: Some Juris-
prudential and Pragmatic Considerations Regarding 
Territorial Acquisitions Among Nation-States,” 35 
Boston College International and Comparative Law 
Review 1 (2012); 
Professor Jeremy Levitt: 
“The African Origins of Customary International 
Law”, in Brian Lepard (eds.), REAPPRAISING  
CUSTOMARY INTERNATIONAL LAW, ASIL 
Studies in International Legal Theory (Forthcoming:  
Cambridge University Press, 2012) 
“The Concept of Legal Warfare in China: Understanding 
Normative Warfare in the 21st Century”,  
(Forthcoming 2012). 
“Money is King: An Inquiry into the Legality of the 
World Bank’s Policy on De Facto  Governments” , 
(Forthcoming 2012);  
Associate Professor Jennifer Smith: 
Chapter, United States Health Care Reform, Voices in 
Medical Sociology: Contemporary and  
Historical Perspectives, University Readers Inc. 
(forthcoming 2012)
Chapter, Organ Transplantation and the Poor, 
Voices in Medical Sociology: Contemporary and  
Historical Perspectives, University Readers Inc. 
(forthcoming 2012).
Faculty Scholarship: Recent Books, Presentations and Articles by Law Professors
College of Law Associate Professor 
Jennifer Smith (Center) participated 
as a panelist for the 8th Annual MLK 
Leadership Forum at the College 
of Law.  “Social Justice: The Real 
Results of the Legal System” featured 
a discussion panel on education, 
economics and politics in the context 
of realizing Dr. King’s Dream.
Several College of Law faculty members 
participated in a panel discussion 
following the Trayvon Martin shooting.  
Panelists discussed the “Stand Your 
Ground” Law and addressed the 
attending Orlando community.  The 
event was organized by a group of 
College of Law second-year students.
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The inaugural FAMU All-Stars Tour hosted nine 
top FAMU undergraduates for a two-day orientation 
program in mid-February.  The participating students 
were selected based on their academic performance at 
FAMU, and an expressed interest in studying law.
Once the All-Star students arrived in Orlando, they 
were greeted by the Office of Admissions and College 
of Law Student Ambassadors for a tour of the campus. 
Following the tour, they joined Dean LeRoy Pernell, 
members of the College of Law Board of Visitors, 
Alumni and Administrators for a reception at the 
Amway Center, hosted by the Orlando Magic and 
Board of Visitor member Linda Landman Gonzalez.  
The students mingled and discussed career aspirations 
with several attorneys and Orlando leaders including 
Maragaret Giacalone, Vice President, Legal Affairs, 
Walt Disney World; Ronald Rogers, President, Ronald 
O. Rogers and Associates, LLC; and Vernice Atkins-
Bradley, President and CEO, Votum Construction 
LLC.  The reception was held in a Luxury Suite, where 
the All-Star students watched the Orlando Magic beat 
the Minnesota Timberwolves.
On the second day of the Tour, the All-Stars visited 
College of Law classes to observe first-hand some of 
the classroom expectations of first-year law students. 
This was followed by a luncheon with College of 
Law Alumni and Administrators, which featured a 
presentation by the Board of Visitors.  
“The Legal Landscape of Central Florida”, a panel 
discussion moderated by Jean Wilson, Shareholder 
with Greenberg Traurig, included panelists Honorable 
Faye Allen, County Judge, Ninth Judicial Circuit; 
Vernice Atkins-Bradley; Bruce Brown, Associate 
Counsel, Darden Restaurants; Tiffany Moore Russell, 
Commissioner, District 6, Orange County; and Carlos 
Woody, Deputy General Counsel, Orlando Utilities 
Commission.  
All-Star Scholarships Awarded
Following the All-Stars Tour, four participants enrolled 
for the Fall 2012 semester.  Jasmine Anthony and 
Raquel Perry became the first recipients of FAMU 
All-Stars full-tuition scholarships to attend the College 
of Law.  The FAMU All-Stars Scholarship is based 
on the initiative aimed at attracting the most gifted 
students from the main campus to attend the College of 
Law in Orlando.  Although Anthony and Perry were the 
first recipients of the full tuition scholarships, several 
graduates were awarded partial tuition scholarships.   
FAMU Undergratuate 
students visited the 
College of Law in 
February to participate 
in the inaugural All-
Stars Tour.  Several 
Scholarships were later 
awarded.
FAMU All-Stars Visit Orlando for a College of  Law Experience
The National Jurist magazine listed the College of Law 
among the top schools for placement in Government.  
With 26 percent of graduates placed in government-based 
fields, FAMU is one of three HBCU’s to make the list, 
and one of three Florida law schools included. The full 
list of 20 was published in the January 2012 issue.
The National Jurist magazine compiled the honor roll 
based on the percent of graduates employed in each field, 
curriculum offered at the law school, the area’s standard 
of living and loan repayment assistance programs.
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Recognized for Government Placement U.S. Navy Judge Advocate General Corps visit the College of Law
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The Eighth Annual College of Law Hooding Ceremony 
took place at the Hilton Orlando, 6001 Destination 
Parkway, on May 12, 2012, where more than 150 
candidates received the doctoral hood for the Juris 
Doctor degree.  The Ceremony recognized graduates 
and candidates from the fall 2011, spring 2012 and 
summer 2012 classes.  Candidates for spring 2012 had 
their juris doctor degrees conferred two-weeks prior in 
Tallahassee, Fla. at the University’s Commencement 
Exercises on April 28, 2012.
Jenny Liabenow, an officer of the Unites States Air 
Force, was recognized as the 2012 Valedictorian, 
graduating summa cum laude among a field of 
candidates that featured 38 honors graduates, including 
eight magna cum laude, and 29 cum laude graduates.
Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi, who served 
as a prosecutor for more than 18 years, provided the 
keynote address with an overall theme imploring the 
soon-to-be attorneys to pursue justice for everyone. 
Attorney General Bondi remained on stage to greet 
each candidate as they were hooded, joining FAMU 
President James H. Ammons, FAMU Provost Larry 
Robinson, and FAMU College of Law Dean LeRoy 
Pernell.
Photos from the Commencement Exercises in 
Tallahassee, and the Hooding Ceremony in Orlando 
are featured.
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B.A. and M.A., Florida State University
“Growing up I had a passion for sports and education and still do to 
this day, but I was drawn to the flexibility of a law degree and the 
opportunity to help others. I’ve been able to mentor young men in the 
area who may have thought law school was something they could not 
accomplish.  With the help of my classmate, Yannick Brookes, and the 
office of Admissions, I’ve been able to bring some of those young men to 
the school, and show them that if higher education and law school are a 
dream of theirs then it is obtainable if they apply themselves.”
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Hooding Class of  2012
David H. Abrams**+
Shannon Anita Allen*
Marisol S. Andrade+
Audrea Beth Ashcraft
Donnya Niko Banks
Robin L. Bara*+
Catherine Maria Barquin**
Melissa A. Barreto++
Sonishari Bellamy
Kelly N. Berglund*+
Michael Ernesto Bringuier
Yannick L. Brookes
Kasey M. Brooks
Eli Joseph Brotman
Jeremy M. Brown
Chuncey C. Brownfield
Brittney Lashay Bush
Fidel A. Calero+
Paige L. Carlos*
Christopher James Castillo*
Enkhjil Chaiphum
Dana Y. Cheng
Seongeun Cho
Kelley Louise Church
Julie Michelle Clarke
April C. Collins+
Madison Raye Cornell+
Kenneth Bradley Costello**
Indra L. Dabek
Kimberly I. Daniels*+
Vanessa Danley+
Matthew G. DeBoard+
Jeffrey Richard DeFelice*
John Bacus DeJesus
Oteman C. Delancy+
Johnathan Dwayne Denny*
Thomas H. Denny++
Leonard Rodrigue Desir*
Christopher R. Dillingham
Frederick Thomas Dore
Clifton Lee Dortch*
Cynthia A. Doucette
Jason Scott Duey
Wesley T. Dunaway**
Kelleen L. Duncan-Neisler+
Justin Christopher Edwards
Germaine Zedonia English
Marline M. Feliciano+
Orenn McKnight Fells
Jonathan Rene Feild*
Eric Fleming
Bret T. Galbraith
Donald T. Gervase+
James S. Glenn
Edward Luis Gonzalez
Natalia F. Gove**
Raquel B. Gross+
James R. Haggard*
Nuren D. Haider+
April Y. Harrell
Michael Scott Herring
Tiffany Simone Hilton
Drew J. Horowitz
Amber Leigh Inman*
Terra Jackson
Farheen Jahangir
Ronald Terrence James
Serge Jerome+
Stacia Danielle Johnson
Jocelyn A. Jones++
Jacquelynn M. Jordan*
Jeffrey L. Joyner
Sallay M. Jusu
Megan Elizabeth Kachur
David Jay Karn
Tiffanie Rashon Kendricks
Donna Janine King**
Nathaniel D. King+
Percy A. King**+
Allison L. Kreiger*
Rodney LaRon Lawton
Jerry Clint Leakey
Marcin Lewandowski*+
Jenny Alaine Liabenow***
Yang Liu
Xavier Brent Lutchmie Persad**
Michael Teshwar Mackhanlall
Melissa Marantes*+
Francheska Markus*
Jawara Osayande Mars
Yentl A. Martinez
Johnny L. McCray III
Matthew McClain*
Mark A. McMillan
Elsie Michelle Mendez
Cassandra B. Mesa**
Noa Michaeli
Gary Steven Miller
Amy L. Moore+
Alan Moro++
Ashley C. Morton
Jonell T. Murphy
Carla C. Nadal
Abigail Niebch+
Matthew George Okell
Amanda N. Okolo++
Omotayo O. Popoola+
Morgan Kyle Orender
Harold M. Orr++
Yarah V. Otero
Lanise Michelle Parker
Caleb Everton Payne
Andrew Jonathan Pekoe
Katrice D. Peterson*
Raymond Steven Pounds
Pamela Joyce Rakow
Jeffery Ryan Ray
Ashlei Ciara Rayborn
Victoria R. Rees
Tremaine Keyon Reese*
Erik Alexander Reveron
Chanelle Monae Robinson
Justin Paul Robinson
Elizabeth J. Roby
Karen Rodriguez*
Yadirah Marie Rodriguez
Michael Scott
Lynnette M. Scrima
Carrie E. Seawright+
Bernadette T. Serafinowicz*+
Herrittaccei Clecyes Shabazz
Ray Shakelford
Nikiesha Skyers+
Shawee Nathallia Smith*
Scott A. Spencer+
Joseph J. St. Angelo
Derrika Keshia St. Fort
Arzie C. Stephens+
Natasha L. Stewart+
Benjamin S. Stranzl*
Norda N. Swaby
Kasinda R. Swain
Stewar Tavarez
Carrie Renae Thompson
Carol S. Tolan
Preston R. Tuley
Nicole R. Turcotte++
Vickie Odessa Tyler*
John Wallace+
Shakema M. Wallace++
Michael Phillip Wallach
Shatara Rachelle Wiley*
Cindy LaShell Williams
Rawsi L. Williams
Shalanda Williams
Krystal Chantel Williams-Jackson
Deandre E. Willis
Jonathan R. Woodard*+
Adrian Denise Wright*
Jonathan C. Wright+
Legal Studies, University of Central Florida
“Law school is an emotional, mental and physical process. The 
challenging part is to not let it break you down and remind yourself why 
you are here and find the strength to power through to the end. It’s also 
important to realize that law school is about making sacrifices. You are 
working hard now so you can play harder later. There have been many 
times when I forced myself to study instead of spending time with family 
and friends or watch football, although, I knew in the end it will all be 
worth it!”
Pamela Rakow  | Miami, FL
B.A., Vanderbilt University
“Upon entering college, I had an interest in practicing medicine as a 
pediatric cardiologist. During my junior year, I had a change of heart 
and was inspired by my best friend to consider law school.  I toured the 
school in July prior to entering that fall and will never forget seeing the 
College of Law’s Mission Statement all over the campus. I was inspired 
by and believed in the mission of increasing and promoting minorities 
within the legal profession. I was also drawn to the warm, embracing 
atmosphere of the faculty, students, and staff I met during my tour.”
Katrice Peterson  | Memphis, TN
Oren Fells | Greensboro, NC
Economics and Legal Studies, University of Massachusetts at Amherst
“I wanted to attend the College of Law because of the rich history of 
Florida A&M University and the opportunity to be a part of history with 
the new law school. The facilities were incredible and there was a wide 
range of students in my entering class.  When I was much younger, 
I asked my grandfather to explain what he does as a lawyer.  He told 
me about the different areas of law that he practices.  My interest grew 
further when I was in high school and participated in a moot court 
competition for my high school where my team won first place that year.”
Yannick Brookes  | St. Thomas, U.S. V.I.
Legal Studies and Criminal Justice, University of Central Florida
“My interest in law began when I had an opportunity to work in an 
immigration law firm in the summer of 2005. I received the Public 
Service Fellowship which was funded by the Florida Bar Foundation. It 
encourages participation in various public service efforts and it allowed 
me to devote my time to organizations that provide legal services to 
women, children, and low-income individuals.  I don’t know if anyone 
has said this, but this quote is what I believe: ‘Who I am is not defined by 
my circumstances, but what I make myself to be.’”
Dana Cheng  | New York City, NY
College of  Law Recent Graduates: In Their Words
*** - Summa Cum Laude        ** - Magna Cum Laude        * - Cum Laude        + - December 2011 (Fall) Candidate        ++ - August 2012 (Summer) Candidate 
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The Honorable 
E.C. Perry, Florida 
Supreme Court Justice, 
administers the Oath 
of Professionalism to 
FAMU College of Law 
first-year students 
during Fall 2011 
Orientation in August.
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The National African American Drug 
Policy Coalition (NAADPC) held a 
commencement ceremony for its newly 
founded Florida Chapter at the College of 
Law in April.  Initially organized in April 
2004, the NAADPC is a coalition of pre-
eminent African American professional 
organizations, united with a common cause 
to redefine the nation’s drug policies and 
laws.  The commencement welcomed 
the College of Law as a participant in the 
NAADPC and served as the launching pad 
for other collaborative activities.
College of  Law: A Gateway to the Nation’s Legal Arena
The College of Law served as host location for the 
Florida Bar’s Hawkins Commission meeting in 
January.  Attendees included three Florida Supreme 
Court Justices, and the Florida Bar’s current and 
future leadership. Pictured left to right: Justice 
James E.C. Perry, Florida Supreme Court; 
Gwynne A. Young, Florida Bar President-elect 
(2012-2013); Justice Peggy A. Quince, Florida 
Supreme Court; Justice Barbara J. Pariente, 
Florida Supreme Court; Dean LeRoy Pernell; 
Scott Hawkins, Florida Bar President (2011-2012); 
and Eugene Pettis, Florida Bar President-elect 
designee (2013-2014).  Pettis will be the first 
African-American to serve as President of the 
organization when he assumes leadership in 2013.
National Basketball Players Association 
(NBPA) Executive Director Billy Hunter 
(second from right) addressed FAMU 
College of Law students and faculty before 
the start of the NBA All-Star weekend in 
February. Also pictured (l-r) Donnya Banks, 
third-year law student; Associate Professor 
William Henslee; Dean LeRoy Pernell; and 
Megan Inaba, NBPA Director of Events and 
Sponsorships.  More than 100 College of Law 
students and faculty engaged Hunter while he 
discussed the collective bargaining process, 
the 1998 and 2011 NBA lockouts, and the 
collective bargaining agreement.  The visit 
was made possible through the College of Law 
Entertainment, Arts and Sports Law Society.
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The College of Law Legal Clinic Program and Office of Career Planning 
and Placement partnered to offer a forum showcasing various career 
opportunities in housing and real property law in February.  The event 
was sponsored by Wells Fargo Bank N.A.  Pictured (l-r) Kamilah 
Jolly, Esq. (‘07); Hugh Rowden, Senior Vice President Regional 
Servicing Director, Wells Fargo; Kimberly Bergin, Community 
Bank President, Wells Fargo; Dean LeRoy Pernell; Associate 
Professor Ann Marie Cavazos; Asghar Sheraz, Third-year student; 
Anika Khan, Vice President and Economist, Wells Fargo; Valerie 
Hendriex, Vice President, Senior Community Development Officer, 
Wells Fargo; and Visiting Instructor Eunice Caussade Garcia.
Exploring Career Opportunities
Throughout the academic year, College of Law students 
and faculty strive to engage the Orlando community on 
levels that are not strictly related to the study of law. 
Participation in student organizations allows many in 
the College of Law community to discover various 
ways to impact the lives others.
The Black Law Student Association (BLSA) partnered 
with Professor Lundy Langston to host a bike/run/
walk event in October at Barnett Park in west Orlando. 
The event featured a run/walk course at the park, 
while bikers were escorted along Colonial Drive by 
the Florida Chapter of the Buffalo Soldiers motorcycle 
group.  The 10-mile bike ride incorporated a round 
trip to the College of Law.  Proceeds benefited cancer 
research and care.  The event was followed by the 
BLSA Powder Puff football event for charity, which 
featured seven teams, including a team from Barry 
University School of Law.
Also in October, the American Association for Justice 
(AAJ) held its Inaugural Volleyball Tournament. 
“Serving up Justice, Playing for Children’s Rights” 
benefited Florida’s Children’s First, a non-profit, non-
partisan organization dedicated to advancing the rights 
of at-risk children, especially those in foster care. Four 
teams participated, with roughly 30 total players raising 
$500 for the cause.
In January, BLSA and the Student Bar Association 
partnered with the Orlando Alumni Chapter of Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. and The Orlando Mayor’s 
MLK Commission to present the 8th Annual MLK 
Leadership Forum.  “Social Justice: The Real Results 
of the Legal System” featured a discussion panel on 
education, economics and politics in the context of 
realizing Dr. King’s Dream.  On the holiday, College 
of Law Associate Professor Patricia Broussard 
organized the “Clean Up Parramore Day,” an annual 
event held during the MLK Day of Service.  The event 
is a revitalization effort for the historic Parramore 
neighborhood, which was established in the 1880’s, 
and located adjacent to the College of Law.
In February, AAJ held its annual Softball Tournament 
to benefit the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society of 
Central Florida.  Nine teams participated, including 
several teams from the College of Law, along with 
teams from Barry School of Law and the Ninth Judicial 
Circuit.
Service Oriented: Community Connection to Enchance the Student Life Experience
College of Law second-year 
student and Student Bar 
Association Vice President 
Jabari Bennett and third-year 
student Caleb Payne volunteer 
during the MLK Day of 
Service “Clean-Up Parramore 
Day” event.
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The College of Law hosted an alumni reception 
for the Florida Bar Convention in June.  The 
event was held at the Gaylord Palms Resort in 
South Orlando, and provided an opportunity for 
College of Law alumni to engage with Dean 
Pernell, members of the Development team and 
current student leaders.  Pictured (l-r) Ka’Juel 
Washington (‘05), Camille Thompson (‘10), 
Jennifer Ngoie (‘11), Julian Jackson-Fannin 
(‘11) Cynthia David (‘11), Dean LeRoy Pernell, 
Victoria Manglardi (‘11), Matthew Aycox 
(Second-year), Verhonda Williams (‘11), Alvin 
Benton (‘07), and Alicia Hodo (Second-year).
Establishing Lifetime Traditions
The Black Law Student Association (BLSA) Percy R. 
Luney Spirit of Service Awards Ceremony achieved a 
milestone in March, having recognized members of the 
College of Law community for ten consecutive years.
The event had its beginning as an intimate gathering 
of students and faculty, sponsored by the College of 
Law students in the inaugural class, who participated 
in BLSA.  The first event was held at the Orange 
County Public Library near the temporary law school 
building on Orange Avenue, and featured Attorney 
Jesse J. McCrary as an invited speaker.  Today, the 
FAMU BLSA Chapter is named after the late McCrary, 
and continues to showcase culture and community 
cultivation while honoring individuals who exemplify 
a true “Spirit of Service.”
The tenth annual event was held at the Orlando 
Museum of Art, and featured the recognition of award 
nominees and recipients, as well as a showcase of the 
various educational, community, and social activities 
engaged by BLSA members throughout the 2011-2012 
academic year.  Attorney Daryl Parks, founding and 
managing partner of Parks & Crump, LLC, served as 
the keynote speaker.
2012 Spirit of Service Award Law Student Recipients 
include: Keisha Robinson, First-Year, Section 301; 
Justice Wellington, First-Year, Section 302; Sheila 
Vasquez, First-Year, Section 303; Lavonne Idlette, 
First-Year, Section 304; Antoine Daniels, Second-
Year Full-Time; Tai Harden, Second-Year, Part-Time; 
Chanelle Robinson, Third-Year Full-Time; Temika 
Hampton, Third-Year Part-Time; and Norda Swaby, 
Fourth-Year Part-Time. 
2012 Faculty and Staff Spirit of Service Award 
Recipients include: Erica Polite, Support Services; 
Elizabeth Dorworth, Staff; Associate Professor 
Patricia Broussard, Faculty; and Associate Dean 
Reginald Green, Administration.  Third-year student 
Tiffany Carter received the Commitment to BLSA 
Award, and Professor Lundy Langston was awarded 
the Percy R. Luney Distinguished Service Award.
Sponsorship Awards were presented to T.J. Reddick Bar 
Association; Attorney Council Wooten, Jr.; Attorney 
Frank McDonald; Virgil Hawkins Florida Chapter 
National Bar Association; and Attorney Darryl M. 
Bloodworth.
Milestone Reached in Honoring College of  Law Community
Spirit of Service Award 
Attendees pay tribute to 
Trayvon Martin and fallen 
Rattlers during the annual 
ceremony in March.  BLSA 
has held the event on ten 
occassions to recognize 
those who go above and 
beyond in the community.
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FAMU Plaza
You have a great opportunity to document your days at 
the FAMU College of Law; to honor a family member, 
a recent graduate, or a future law student; to place your 
corporate or individual name on a brick that will be 
permanently installed at the FAMU Plaza at the College 
of Law.  The FAMU Plaza Walkway will pave the way 
for future scholarships, programs and activities that 
will affect the lives of the more than 700 law students 
attending the College of Law each year.  You and other 
alumni, friends and supporters can make sure the College 
of Law continues to fulfill its mission of educating 
tomorrow’s legal professionals.  Place your name among 
the many FAMU College of Law supporters by ordering 
your personalized commemorative brick along the FAMU 
Plaza Walkway!  Commemorative bricks are $100.00 
each and may feature up to 20 characters on three lines.
Please visit http://law.famu.edu to download the brochure, 
or call (407) 254-3266 for additional information
The
 The Honorable Belvin Perry, Jr., Chief Judge, Ninth Judicial Circuit 
(left), is presented with a commemorative brick and certificate by Dean 
LeRoy Pernell (right) during the Spring Oath of Attorney Ceremony at 
the College of Law.  The brick is installed at the FAMU Plaza Walkway 
on the College of Law campus.
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